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FACT FILE





BRITISH UNIVERSITIES


Did you know ...?





There are 97 universities in Britain, including the Open University. 31 former polytechnics were given university status in 1992, as part of a government campaign to increase the number of graduates.


Students may receive a grant (money)  from their Local Education Authority to help pay for books, accommodation, transport and food. This grant depends on parental income.


Most students live away from home, in shared flats or halls of residence.
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Text I


Students don’t usually have a job during term time because the lessons, called seminars, classes or tutorials (small groups), are full time.


However, many students now have to work in the evenings to supplement their grants.


Holidays are longer than school holidays - from two to three months in the summer.


Students do a wide range of summer jobs and holiday jobs at Christmas or Easter.


Students cannot usually repeat a year. Failing exams is very serious.


The social life is excellent with a lot of clubs, parties, concerts, bars ...


Students have their own bank accounts, and banks try to attract students by offering free gifts (presents and money, e.g. typically a cassette tape or pen and £10) at the start of their courses. Banks do this because they think that students are the professionals of the future.
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Most degree courses last 3 years, languages 4 years (including a year spent abroad). Medicine and dentistry courses are longer (5-7 years).


University life is considered ‘an experience’; the exams are competitive but the social life and living away from home are also important.
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                                                                                                             Lavery, C. Focus on Britain today. Macmillan, 1993.�
16 Why  were  polytechnics  given   university status   in   Britain   in    1992?   Because    the Government thought there were...





(A) 	too few university professors.





(B)  	too many universities.





(C)  	not enough technicians.





(D) 	not  enough  people  with  a  university degree.





(E)  	not enough students.








17 Which of the following combinations would best describe a “tutorial session”?





(A)  	one student and three professors





(B)  	a few students and a professor





(C)  	two students and several professors





(D)  	one professor and one professor





(E)  	no professors and a few students





18 Why do Banks try to  attract  students  by offering free gifts? Because today’s university students will probably be...





(A)  	tomorrow’s politicians.





(B)  	tomorrow’s employees.





(C)  	tomorrow’s clients.





(D)  	tomorrow’s teachers.





(E) 	tomorrow’s bank managers.





19 Which degree would one have  to  pursue 


in order to be entitled to spend a year abroad?





(A)  	Engineering





(B)  	Medicine





(C)  	Biology





(D)  	Chemistry





(E)  	French





Text II
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What can the Open


University   do   for   you?





   We  can  give  you  a  recongnised  BA   or  BSc degree like any other University, but you don’t have to give up work to do it.
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Just  as important the Open University can  open 


 up a whole new world of interests, challenges and achievements. There   are  over 150 courses to choose from in arts, science, social science, computing, technology, modern languages, mathematics, business management, English law, education, and health and social welfare.


If you are 18 or  over and resident in the   European Union, you’re eligible. No previous qualifications are needed. Some financial help may   be available.


   Through OU supported open learning


You don’t go away to the Open University, it  comes to you. There’s no need to give up work, or build your social life around evening classes.


You learn through specially written texts and audio/video materials, radio and TV programmes, computer software and home kits for some science and technology subjects.


But you’re never isolated. Your own personal   tutor gives regular tuition and marks assignments which are returned to you. When you need help and advice - or simply a word of encouragement - your tutor is just a phone call away.


Support also comes from your fellow students. There are over 300 Open University study centres around the country, where you can attend group tutorials or meet your self-help study group. Some courses also have week-long residential schools.


   The flexible way to learn


You’re free to plan your own degree - so, for example, you can study modern art and computer studies as part of the same qualification. You can   also take a single course with absolutely no commitment to gaining a full degree. And if you   return to study later, your previous examination     pass will count towards your qualification.


   Find out more today


Over 2 million people have studied with the     Open University and another 12,700 people will gain their BA or BSc degrees this year.


To find out how you can join them, use the   coupon or call today.
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Send to: The Open University. 10 Drumsheugh Gardens. Edinburgh EH3 7QJ.


	Please send me a copy of the Course. Diploma and BA/BSc Degrees prospectus.                                                                                                D97CA





�Name





�Address
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�Postcode                                                              Tel
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 University education and training open to all adults





                 From  “The Big Issue”, March, 1997.











�
20 This advertisement is about...





(A) 	an alternative flexible way of pursuing a higher-education degree.





(B)  	university careers in Great Britain.





(C)  	university life in Britain.





(D)  	college-entrance examinations.





(E)  	how students are admitted into university in Britain.





21 Who does the word you used throughout the text refer to?





(A)  	the reader





(B)  	the author





(C)  	the writer





(D)  	the tutor





(E)  	the Open University students








22 Which of the following degree courses would one not find at the Open University?





(A)  	Biology





(B)  	Sociology





(C)  	English





(D)  	Literature





(E)  	Medicine








23  “You’re eligible” (in line 12) means that...





(A)  	you won’t be allowed to apply.





(B)  	you need previous qualifications.





(C)  	you need to be just 18.





(D)  	you meet the necessary conditions.





(E)  	you can vote.





























24 According to the text, the Open University Programme can offer students...





(A) 	courses given on the same university campus.





(B) 	what most British Universities offer and nothing more.





(C) 	a flexible timetable which caters for a variety of needs and wants.





(D)	encouragement to become a good professional but no financial support.





(E) 	financial support to anyone who is 18 years old.








25	The word but in the first paragraph expresses:





(A)  	contrast





(B)  	consequence





(C)  	addition





(D)  	sequence





(E)  	purpose











26 An Open University student must...








(A)  	take all courses leading to a single degree.





(B) 	be of a legal age.





(C)  	choose a specific area of study.





(D)  	not combine different courses.





(E)  	go away from his/her hometown.
































27	“Your tutor is just a phone call away” (lines 26 - 27) means that...





(A)  	you can buy a telephone set and phone your tutor.





(B)  	it’s a long way to find a pay phone.





(C)  	you can’t phone your tutor every day.





(D) 	it’s easy to get in touch with your tutor.





(E) 	it’s hard to meet your tutor without an 	appointment.


 





28 Which of the statements about the Open University students is not true?





(A)  	They need not necessarily complete all the degree requirements.





(B)  	They rely heavily on visual aids.





(C) 	They are not required to take university-entrance examinations.





(D) 	They are not usually given study scholarships.





(E) 	They are rarely assigned any tutors.











29	“Some courses also have week-long residential schools” (lines 31 -32) means that...





(A) 	certain courses offer you the opportunity to live on campus during the week.





(B) 	residential facilites are available for certain courses.





(C)  	you may become a resident if you wish.





(D)  	it’s a long way to school every week.





(E)  	you have to stay at university during the week to take certain courses.

















30 Supposing that you are eligible and willing to join the Open University, what should your first step be?





(A)  	Telephone your tutor.





(B)  	Ring the Open University Hotline.





(C)  	Buy a television set as soon as possible.





(D)  	Show proof of a university degree.





(E)  	Arrange to meet a self-study group.
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